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showed that he was referring to past lives as well as to
present.

Offerings of food are still made to cows on the first of Cattle and
the month, not however of flour but of fodder. Every
one brings his contribution to where the cattle of the
village assemble before they are taken out to graze, and
the offerings may amount to fifteen or twenty maunds.
Very few, and only the old, make a daily offering. No
one objects to inoculation for plague, for two or three
years ago, at Mr. Brayne's instance, every one was
inoculated, even the women: before this they used to
fly at the doctor's approach. Now many let even their
cattle be done, but most think it safer to drive them
under a charm slung across the entrance to the village.
There are two Hissar bulls, each of which cost Rs.25o.
In each case the village paid Rs.^o, and the District
Board Rs. 200. The villagers like them better than the old
worthless bulls that served them before, but would prefer
good local bulls, for those from Hissar are heavy and lazy,
and their offspring require more food and give less milk
than local stock. Even so, the price of a four-year-old
Hissar-bred bullock was put at Rs.2oo to Rs.a^o as
against Rs.i5o to Rs.iy^ for one locally bred.1

The people said they did not sell their cattle however
old or useless, but either kept them at home or sent
them to the gowshala.2 But when I inquired whether
any of those present (about 100) had done the latter,
no one claimed that he had, and the zaildar sitting at
my side said in a low voice: 'All who wish to do so
sell; only those with scruples don't.' Another zaildar
who was present, a Hindu Rajput, said much the same,
and a vet whom I met during the day declared that
the great scarcity of fodder was driving the Jats to sell
their cattle *in thousands'. To satisfy religious suscepti-

1  To-day (May t8) I sa-w near Dax in the south of France a pair of re-
markably fine four-year-old bullocks bred at Pau and in height and strength
closely resembling the Hissar breed. The owner had paid 5,500 francs for

''the pair, i. e. about Rs-goo eadpi.

2  An almshouse for aged and infirm cattle.